[The use of ELISA and ultramicro ELISA in identifying a Coxsackie A9 strain isolated during the epidemic of neuropathy in Cuba].
During 1993 an outbreak of epidemic neuropathy characterized by 2 major clinical forms: the optic neuropathy and peripheral neuropathy, occurred in our country. Although the cause of the disease was considered to be multifactorial (mainly due to neurotoxic agents and to nutritional deficiency) an Enterovirus was isolated from the cerebrospinal fluid of a patient (strain 47/93, IPK) which was subsequently classified as a Coxsackie A9 virus (Cox A9) by the neutralization test, and using pools of Lim Benyesh Melnick (LBM) serum. Results obtained during the application of ELISA and ultramicro ELISA techniques for the identification of this agent from the supernatant of a culture of infected cells are reported, as well as the detection of antibodies to the strain found within populations with high and low incidence rates of the disease.